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in the course of events. That such too should be the
nature of the Presence in the Christian Church is at
least quite consistent with the tenor of the new Testa-
ment ; and is almost implied when, in the text which
has given rise to these remarks, our Lord bestows its
miraculous manifestations upon the body at large.
The supernatural glory might abide, and yet be mani-
fold, variable, uncertain, inscrutable, uncontrollable,
like the natural atmosphere; dispensing gleams,
shadows, traces of Almighty Power, but giving no
such clear and perfect vision of it as one might gaze
upon and record distinctly in its details for controver-
sial purposes. Thus we are told, " The wind bloweth
where it listeth; " "a little while, and ye shall not see
Me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see Me ; "
" their eyes were holden," and " they knew Him, and
He vanished ; " " suddenly there came a sound from
heaven ;" when they had prayed, the place was shaken
where they were assembled together; " all these
worketh that One and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to
every man severally as He will." At one time out
Lord connects the gift with special holiness, as when
He says that certain exorcisms require " prayer and
fasting ;" at another He allows it to the reprobate, as
when He says that those whom He never knew will in
the last day appeal to the wonderful works they did
in His Name. At one time St. Paul, in evidence of
his divine mission, says, "Truly the signs of an